Pitfalls of Perl

Common Mistakes of Perl Novices
--and how to avoid them
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Background

e I've taught UNIX, Linux, and/or Perl classes to
thousands of people

e Newbies make many predictable errors

e Most indicate mismatches between the way
Perl works
» and how programmers think it works

By understanding these pitfalls

e you'll be able to learn, use, and teach Perl
more effectively
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Pitfalls of Perl

Fall into Several Categories

Misconceptions
e Underestimating Perl's capabilities

e Overestimating Perl's capabilities
Language Crosstalk
e Assuming Perl works like
» UNIX Shell, C language, grep, sed, awk, etc.
e Assuming one Perl function works like another



Underestimating
Perl’'s Capabilities






